Trinity Episcopal School

Integrated Science 2014-2015
Instructor: Ned Trice


      nedtrice@trinityes.org

Integrated Science students use the James River watershed as a platform for a multidisciplinary study of topics including biology, geography, chemistry and earth science.  Students develop an appreciation for and an understanding of this vital part of Virginia history while also establishing a firm foundation in the study skills, communication, and lab skills needed to succeed in future science courses at Trinity.

Optimal learning occurs in a real-time community.  Students, therefore, should strive for punctuality and excellent attendance.

OBJECTIVES:
1. Learn key concepts in the science disciplines of biology, geography, chemistry, and earth science and apply them to the study of rivers and local streams.

2. Prepare students with the necessary science, math, and language skills to study and report on observations and experiments related to rivers and have the prerequisites for further study in high school science.

3. Increase student knowledge and understanding of the human connection to rivers and the impact of people living and organizing themselves along rivers.

PLANNED UNITS:

1. Trinity Integrated Science Water Quality Tests

2. Biodiversity

3. Mapping

4. River and Stream Ecology

5. Virginia Geography

6. Water and the Water Cycle

7. River and Stream Flow

8. Matter:  Composition and Change

9. The James River and Chesapeake Bay Watershed

MATERIALS:

1. 3 Ring Binder with:  loose-leaf paper, 15 dividers, and front and back pockets

2. Graph Paper

3. Calculator (This should be the calculator required for your math class.)

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

1. Tests:  2-3 tests/quarter

2. Vocabulary quizzes: 1 per unit
3. Homework, data collection, labs, and all other assignments: varies by unit

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

1. Test days for science are Monday and Wednesday.

2. All assignments and test dates will be posted in the classroom.

3. Tests missed due to illness must be made up within 2 days for 1 day of excused absence and within 1 week for 2 days of excused absence.  Longer absences will be dealt with on an individual basis.
4. If you are aware ahead of time that you will miss a class in which a test will be given or an assignment will be due, make arrangements to take the test or turn in the assignment before you leave.  THIS APPLIES TO ALL PRESCHEDULED ATHLETIC EVENTS AND NON-SCHOOL RELATED TRIPS.

5. The exam will be worth 25% of the semester grade.

6. All written work will be graded on spelling and grammar.  This includes lab reports, homework, and special projects.  This does not include tests, quizzes, class assigned work, or exams.  Therefore, carefully edit all written work to be turned in.

7. Trinity’s Honor System will be adhered to in this class.  The work that you present must be your own. Unless indicated otherwise, assume all graded work is to be completed independently and pledged.  Sometimes you will work together on lab reports and other group projects, but copying another student’s work or allowing another student to copy your work, or dictating to or receiving dictation from another student, will be considered a violation of the Honor Code.  Be certain that you do nothing during a test or quiz that would bring your integrity into question.  

8. All work completed at home to be turned in must be pledged and stapled PRIOR to class.  Any work that is not ready to turn in when the bell rings will receive a late penalty.

9. Any work turned in late will receive a ten percent deduction per day.  The maximum penalty is a 50% grade reduction.  No work will be accepted after the test for the unit in which the work was assigned.

10. Use of electronic devices is prohibited in the classroom without the express permission of the instructor.
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